4 area teams seek 
state titles - for 2 
of them, it will be 
rare experience e 
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Top lawmakers call for death 


penalty after prison killings 


BY GAVIN OFF 
AND AMES ALEXANDER 
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North Carolina’s legislative 
leaders have asked the state to 
restart executions following the 
brutal killings of four workers at 
Pasquotank Correctional In- 
stitution in October. 

On Wednesday, Pasquotank 
County’s district attorney said 
he would seek the death penalty 
against the four inmates who 
have been charged in the at- 
tacks. 

North Carolina is one of 32 
states with the death penalty, 


but due to legal 
challenges, no 
executions have 
been carried out 
since 2006. Cur- 
rently, 143 in- 
mates are on 
death row. 

In a news re- 
lease issued Fri- 
day, Senate leader Phil Berger 
and House Speaker Tim Moore, 
both Republicans, called on 
Gov. Roy Cooper and Attorney 
General Josh Stein to resume 
executions. 

“In light of the prosecutor’ s 
decision to pursue the death 
penalty, Gov. Roy Cooper and 


Phil Berger 


Attorney General 
Josh Stein need to 
make certain, 
should a jury 
sentence these 
men to death, 
that those sen- 
tences are carried 
out,” Moore said 
in a statement. 
Said Berger: “No matter what 
they say, Cooper’s and Stein’s 
indifference and failure to fight 
the moratorium endangers the 
lives of prison employees in 
close proximity to hardened 
murderers with nothing left to 
lose, who see no possibility they 
will face execution for killing 


Tim Moore 


again.” 

Asked for comment, a spokes- 
woman for Cooper said: “Legal 
challenges halted capital pun- 
ishment in North Carolina and 
only the courts can restart it. 
Capital punishment remains the 
law of the state and Governor 
Cooper has a long history of 
upholding it.” 

A spokeswoman for Stein 
said: “The attorney general will 
uphold the law in North Car- 
olina.” She did not elaborate. 

According to a prison 
disciplinary report, the Pasquo- 
tank inmates attacked two em- 
ployees in the prison’s sewing 
plant Oct. 12 before making 


their way to a loading dock area 
where they attacked two more 
employees. 

A prison worker who called 
911 said the inmates used scis- 
sors and hammers in the at- 
tacks. 

Prison employees Veronica 
Darden, Justin Smith, Geoffrey 
Howe and Wendy Shannon died 
from their injuries. 

Inmates Wisezah Buckman, 
Mikel Brady, Seth Frazier and 
Jonathan Monk have been 
charged with first-degree mur- 
der. Authorities say all tried to 
escape from the prison but were 
captured before scaling Pasquo- 
tank’s perimeter fence. 

The Pasquotank employees 
weren’t the only prison workers 
to be killed on the job this year. 
In April, Sgt. Meggan Callahan 
was killed while working at 
Bertie Correctional Institution. 

Inmate Craig Wissink was 
charged with her murder. 


Gavin Off: 704-358-6038 


COLLEGE SLAVE 
HISTORY STUDIED 


Davidson College has 
enlisted one of its 
highest-profile alumni to 
lead a study of its ties to 
slavery. 6A 


PARK TERRACE 
THEATER CLOSING 


The movie theater will 
close its doors after more 
than half a century at the 
Park Road Shopping 
Center. 6A 


WORKER SUES 
CONTRACTOR 


A former employee says 
he was improperly fired 
by Summit Contracting 
after a superintendent 
assaulted him. 13A 


A CHILL IN THE AIR 


JOHN D. SIMMONS jsimmons@charlotteobserver.com 


Christmas decorations adorn the plaza at Two Wells Fargo Center as Charlotte pedestrians shield themselves from a light rain Friday 
afternoon. Charlotte road crews salted bridges Friday night, as the first winter storm of the season was expected to drop an inch of 
snow on Mecklenburg County and several inches farther north by Saturday afternoon. For more on the weather, see story on 7A. 


Hackers hijack county data, disrupt 
DSS medical transportation program 


BY ANNA DOUGLAS 
adouglas@charlotteobserver.com 


Katherine Abernathy waited 
and waited at her house early 
Wednesday morning. 

The ride she needed to a doc- 
tor’s appointment was running 
late - or so she thought. 

When the 66-year-old Char- 
lotte woman called Mecklen- 
burg County Department of 
Social Services - the agency that 


organizes medical transporta- 
tion for the sick, the poor and 
the elderly - Abernathy learned 
there was no record of her 
scheduled trip. 

“No one had me on the 
books,” she said. 

It was a shock for Abernathy, 
who says the office normally is 
well-organized and efficient. 

But Abernathy and hundreds 
of other people who use DSS’ 
transportation service were 
affected this week when cyber 


criminals forced their way into 
Mecklenburg County govern- 
ment’s extensive network of 
computers and hijacked data 
servers that underpin critical 
public services. Officials say the 
culprit is suspected of being a 
foreign-based hacker but that it 
was a random attack, not a tar- 
geted effort. 

Although the cyberattack is 
still under investigation, offi- 
cials said they believe trouble 
started when an employee mis- 


takenly clicked on a malicious 
phishing email and attachment, 
opening the digital door to wide- 
spread disruption across govern- 
ment offices from the tax asses- 
sor’s office to human resources. 

In some cases, entire data 
servers went dark. 

Work slowed to a crawl in 
some departments as govern- 
ment employees were forced to 
do business by phone only or in 
person and staff couldn’t access 
computer files or electronic 
records. Job applications were 
frozen, a hotline for domestic 
violence victims was tempo- 
rarily not working and the 
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